
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Applications 
SU2C Ideas Lab: Head and Neck Cancer Research 

 
Request for Applications: Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C) invites applications for participation in an Ideas 
Lab to establish the SU2C Head and Neck Cancer Research Team. The Research Team will bring new 
approaches to treating head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC) cancer into the clinical 
setting, with a focus on HPV-related and Fanconi anemia (FA)-related cancers. Individuals with FA who 
survive into adulthood have a nearly 100% risk of mucosal squamous cell carcinomas, most commonly 
of the oral cavity. The only safe treatment option to date is surgical resection, which is often not 
curative. Investigators across disciplines, including oncology, biology, engineering, chemistry, physics, 
or other areas are encouraged to apply to bring their expertise to bear against HNSCC and its 
association with HPV and defects in the FA pathway. Proposed ideas should be based on perceived 
opportunities for success as well as high-priority areas reflecting critical patient needs. Stand Up To 
Cancer is committed to lowering the barriers of access to new treatments to all cancer patients and to 
expanding diversity with the inclusion of historically underrepresented racial and ethnic minority 
populations into clinical trials that we fund. As such, the Research Team will develop precision medical 
treatment and intervention solutions to serve diverse patient populations through clinical trials and 
research studies that have developed successful strategies, measurable outcomes, and robust 
outreach plans to feasibly and effectively include these populations into these studies. The Research 
Team aims, milestones, and deliverables will be developed by the Ideas Lab participants and clearly 
stated in their proposals. The scope of work presented in the selected proposal will serve as the 
foundation for ongoing scientific review. It is anticipated that goals stated in the proposal will be 
achieved during the 3-year grant program. The funding available for the program is up to $3,250,000. 
 
Applications: The application per person is a letter of intent requesting participation in the Ideas Lab 
and includes: (1) a description of current research directions and capabilities, (2) a list of recent (5 year) 
publications, (3) curriculum vitae (NIH Biosketch preferred but not required), (4) information about 
laboratory size and scope, (5) current funding, and (6) any conflicts of interest. Please submit your 
applications to https://StandUpToCancer.org/HeadandNeck by March 22, 2021, at 12:00pm noon 
Eastern Time. 
 
Notification: Applications will be screened by a committee, and it is anticipated that 5-7 investigators 
will be invited to a virtual two-day Ideas Lab, to be held April 26, 2021, and April 30, 2021, at which 
invited investigators will give a presentation about their work and capabilities. Participants will break 
up into groups to determine if collaborative efforts can be planned. Following this meeting, a subset of 
the group will be selected to write proposals of no more than 10 pages and supply a budget for a 3-
year grant period. The committee will recommend which proposal(s) is acceptable for funding. 
  
If you have questions, please contact proposals@su2c.org.  
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